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Christmas Traditions

There are few holidags People celebrate as much as Christmas.
Decorations are evergwhere: in Iﬁomes, in shop windows, all ‘c]ﬁroug]ﬁout the
ncighbor]ﬁoo&. Cookie malcing tree trimming, ghct exchanges and holidag

gathcrings are among the many events that brighte winter and celebrate

this special time oggear. How did many of our fa Aditions come to

be’? Read on to Find out about one of the st cent Christmas tree.

Germar\g has long t of as the countrg that first
introduced the Chgmgnas M- to the world. However, the German People

evergreens at t]‘ne end of tI‘IC Year. Ancient

were not the firs CO

Romans decorated s of Pine, ho”y and vy cluring their gear~encl
festival. In ancient Eggpt, it was common for Peoplc to adorn their homes
with Palm branches on the shortest dag of the year. The first written record
of People in western countries Aecorating trees in their homes dates to 1605
in the town of Strasbourg, Germany. These first trees were lit with real
candles, a tradition that continued for several hundred years. By the 1880’s,
after Thomas Edison’s company began manmcacturing electric lights, Pcople

began stringing colorful light bulbs on their Christmas trees.



Accorcling to Iegend) the Iighting of the first Christmas trees in
America took Place at the time of the American Revolution during the Battle
of Trenton in 1776. The British had Paid German soldiers, called Hessians, to
ﬁglﬁt the rebel colonists. The Hessians were said to have been seen bg
George Washington’s men attaching lightecl candles to the branches of a
Pine tree. While this may or may not be true, German soldiers Iikelg

introduced the Christmas tree to the American colonies.

In Englancl) Prince Alber‘c) husband of Queen toria, introduced the

custom to the British rogal Familg in 1841. He set st Christmas tree
in Windsor Castle. It didn’t take long before homes a
the tradition.

At the turn of the 20th Centu ) mas trees had become more

common throughout America, espe Melaces where German immigrants

had se’ctled, such as Pennsglv onsin, and North Carolina. Todag,
Christmas trees can be es throughout the countrg. Thc trees
are so Poplar that st f million acres oF lancl are cleclicatecl to

growi ng Christm& t

Did You Know?

'The {:irst Christmas trees were sma”er trees that sat on tables. The idea o{:

the Hoor to ceiling tree was introduced in forest-rich America in the earlg

1800’s.
-E\/erg year 25-30 million Christmas trees are sold in the United States.

«Christmas trees take 5-7 years to mature.

*For every Christmas tree that is cut and sold in the United States, 2-3 trees

are planted in its place. @ @ @



Since 1929, when Henry Hoover was President, the first ladies have
had the honor of overseeing the clecorating of the White House Christmas
tree. In 1961, First Lacl9 Jacc]ueline Kenncdg began the tradition of selecting
a theme for the tree. That year the tree was decorated with ornaments from
the “Nutcracker Suite” ballet: ornamental bircls} toys, angels and characters

from the ballet.

The tradition of clecorating a tree outside of the White House began in

1923 with President Calvin Cooldge On Christmas ,the President lit

5,000 electric llghts on a 60-foot fir tree harves Vegmont’s Green

Mountains. Like Theodore Roosevclt Presigent Coo was concerned

Yoned the American

about cutting down healthg trees. In 19
Forestry Association to Plant a naty g Chrlstmas tree in Sherman
Square near the White House. Eve pice, the tree has been lit 133 the

Presiclent.

nter Christmas Tree

t famous Christmas trees erected in the United

The Rocke

Perhaps orfflof
States each year is the tgfe at Rockefeller Center in New York City. The idea
for a Public tree bcgan in 1931, during the Great Depression. A 20-foot
balsam was set up at Fifth Avenue and 50“‘ Street, as a way to bring cheer
to the city’s numerous unemploged and struggling citizens. Two years later
city officials put up another tree, and a tradition began. The Rockefeller
Center Christmas Tree has been a major part of New York City’s holidag

celebrations ever since. Jﬂ T
~."J



The search for the tree that will be Placecl in Rockefeller Center
begins in the spring. The search is conducted bg helicopter Hight over the
Northeast. The tree, whichis usua“g about 90 feet tall, is usua”g chosen bg
Ju|9 4. Itis fertilized and Pruned, and its cuttingis a media-covered event. A
new tree is Plantecl inits Place. The tallest tree so far dates from 1999. It was

a Norwa9 SPruce from Connecticut. It measured 100 feet tall!

Once the tree arrives in Rockefeller Center, it takes two Aags to Put

up the scaﬁcolding for decorators. The tree is adorneg with aPProximatelg

iving the Iighting

VR

Did You Know?

Birds love a recycled Christmas tree. Simplg remove all artificial
decorations ang Place your tree outdoors after the holidags are done.
Fresh orange slices or strun popcorn will attract the birds and theg
can sit in the branches for shelter. within a year the branches will
become brittle and you can break the tree apar’c bﬂ hand or Put the
tree through a woog chipper to create mulch for your garden.

V
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Name

Three Famous Christmas Trees Timeline

Place a dot with the letter of its event above each date ahﬂ%cﬁmdmecompkﬁa

Qy 1961 1999

1834 1889 1894 1909 192% 1924
A. Tallest Rockefeller Center Christmas tree ;

B. “Snowball” ﬁght in the White House

C. First Christmas tree in the White r#ffuse

D. “Nutcracker Suite” themed White Chistmas Tree

E. First Rockefeller Center Christmas tr:

First White House Christmas tree on Public view

First ladies have been in charge of decorating the White House Christmas Tree since this time
First White House Christmas tree to have electric light bulbs

First outdoor White House Christmas tree

Cc -z

First National Christmas tree
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